Coastal States management plan for blue whiting
The management plan below was agreed by Norway, the EU, the Faroe Islands, and Iceland,
and endorsed by NEAFC in November 2008.
1. The Parties agree to implement a long term management plan for the fisheries on
the Blue Whiting stock, which is consistent with the precautionary approach, aiming
at ensuring harvest within safe biological limits and designed to provide for fisheries
consistent with maximum sustainable yield, in accordance with advice from ICES.
2. For the purpose of this long term management plan, in the following text, “TAC”
means the sum of the coastal State TAC and the NEAFC allowable catches.
3. As a priority, the long term plan shall ensure with high probability that the size of the
stock is maintained above 1.5 million tonnes (Blim).
4. The Parties shall aim to exploit the stock with a fishing mortality of 0.18 on relevant
age groups as defined by ICES.
5. While fishing mortality exceeds that specified in paragraph 4 and 6, the Parties agree
to establish the TAC consistent with reductions in fishing mortality of 35% each year
until the fishing mortality established in paragraph 4 and 6 has been reached. This
paragraph shall apply only during 2009 and 2010. For the purposes of this calculation,
the fishing percentage mortality reduction should be calculated with respect to the
year before the year in which the TAC is to be established. For this year, it shall be
assumed that the relevant TAC constrains catches.
6. When the fishing mortality in paragraph 4 has been reached, the Parties agree to
establish the TAC in each year in accordance with the following rules:


In the case that the spawning biomass is forecast to reach or exceed 2.25
million tonnes (SSB trigger level) on 1 January of the year for which the
TAC is to be set, the TAC shall be fixed at the level consistent with the
specified fishing mortality.



In the case that the spawning biomass is forecast to be less than 2.25
million tonnes on 1 January of the year for which the TAC is to be set (B),
the TAC shall be fixed that is consistent with a fishing mortality given by:
F = 0.05 + [(B – 1.5)*(0.18 – 0.05) / (2.25 – 1.5)]



In the case that spawning biomass is forecast to be less than 1.5 million
tonnes on 1 January of the year for which the TAC is to be set, the TAC will
be fixed that is consistent with a fishing mortality given by F = 0.05.

7. When the fishing mortality rate on the stock is consistent with that established in
paragraph 4 and the spawning stock size on 1 January of the year for which the TAC is
to be set is forecast to exceed 2.25 million tonnes, the Parties agree to discuss the
appropriateness of adopting constraints on TAC changes within the plan.
8. The Parties, on the basis of ICES advice, shall review this long term management plan
at intervals not exceeding five years and when the condition specified in paragraph 4
is reached.

