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Pelagic RAC’s views on blue whiting long term management
ICES response to Icelandic request on measures to protect blue
whiting juveniles

Dear Mr Vinther,
The Pelagic RAC would kindly like to inform you of its views regarding the long-term
management of blue whiting in the North-East Atlantic prior to the Coastal States
working group on the topic. Moreover, we would like to further discuss the topics set out
below, during the meeting planned between the Pelagic RAC delegation and yourself on
the 19th of May.
The Pelagic RAC recommends the following:
a) Protection of juveniles
The Pelagic RAC is of the view that measures should be adopted to protect juvenile blue
whiting. We are aware that ICES responded in 2003 to an Icelandic request on behalf of
Iceland, Norway, the Faroe Islands, Greenland, Russia, and the EC to provide information
on age/composition and to evaluate possible measures to reduce exploitation of juveniles
in the blue whiting fishery (copy enclosed). In light of this response, the RAC considers
that the Coastal States working group should devise an action plan to implement the
recommendations in the ICES response.
b) Research
The Pelagic RAC advocates that, in order to improve understanding and inform the
management process for blue whiting, the following research issues should be pursued:


Consider more closely new scientific research on the different stock components and
advise on what additional research if any should be undertaken to address this issue;



Undertake an evaluation of the medium and long-term effects on stock size and
fishing mortality of a constant TAC, including advice on the TAC and reference points
to be used as trigger points for applying the TAC; This issue we understand was part
of the terms of reference for the Coastal States scientific working group.
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Investigate and advise on how a more time sensitive recruitment index can be
established;



Investigate and advise on whether the management plan for blue whiting should
provide for a different set of criteria depending on whether or not the stock is in a
period of high or low recruitment (including addressing the question of what
constitutes high and low recruitment);



Investigate and advise on whether a different set of harvest control rules should be
established;



Investigate and advise on the implications and constraints necessary of incorporating
a TAC fluctuation constraint of +/- 15% into the management plan;



Advise from a scientific perspective on the present rule to bank or borrow 10% of the
blue whiting TAC between consecutive years, with a maximum of 2 years.

The Pelagic RAC recognises that it has raised a number of difficult questions on a
complicated subject that may require additional scientific research. We consider however
that the Coastal States working group provides an excellent opportunity to identify the
scope and nature of such research and we request that you endeavour to do this at your
meeting.
The Pelagic RAC has devoted considerable amount of time in trying to develop a longterm management plan for blue whiting and we hope that you will support our attempts
to gather the necessary information to develop a sustainable long-term management
plan.
The Pelagic RAC looks forward to further discuss the above during our upcoming meeting
on the 19th of May.

Yours sincerely,

Aukje Coers
Pelagic RAC secretariat

c.c. Fokion Fotiadis, Emmanouil Papaioannou, Constantin Alexandrou
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Annex: From ICES CCR 261 2003
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